
 

Welcome to Worship at 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
STORY CITY, IOWA 

Our Mission 
Building Strong Relationships in Christ, 

And Making Him Known to All 
 

August 6, 2017 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
604 Lafayette Avenue 

Story City, Iowa 
515.733.4972 

 

Website - www.immanuelstorycity.org 
E-mail - immanuel@iowatelecom.net 

 

Summer Church Office Hours: 
Mon/Tues/Thurs—8:30 A.M. to noon, 1 to 4 P.M. 

Wed—1-4 P.M.; Fri—8:30 A.M. to 12 P.M. 

Ministers – All Members 
Kurt Jensen, Pastor  

Tom Hunt, Visitation Pastor 
Zachary Bauknecht, Youth & Education Ministry Coordinator 

 

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost                                    August 6, 2017 
 

We Prepare to Worship God 

  Prelude 
  Opening Hymn   “Crown Him with Many Crowns” (vv. 1,3,4) No. 45    
  Opening Prayer 
  Time for Greeting 
  Announcements 

Children’s Message 
We Hear God's Word  

Lesson: 1 Kings 3:5-12 
5 At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon during the night in a 
dream, and God said, “Ask for whatever you want me to give you.” 
6 Solomon answered, “You have shown great kindness to your 
servant, my father David, because he was faithful to you and 
righteous and upright in heart. You have continued this great 
kindness to him and have given him a son to sit on his throne this 
very day. 
7 “Now, LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of 
my father David. But I am only a little child and do not know how to 
carry out my duties. 8 Your servant is here among the people you 
have chosen, a great people, too numerous to count or number. 
9 So give your servant a discerning heart to govern your people 
and to distinguish between right and wrong. For who is able to 
govern this great people of yours?” 
10 The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for this. 11 So 
God said to him, “Since you have asked for this and not for long 
life or wealth for yourself, nor have asked for the death of your 
enemies but for discernment in administering justice, 12 I will do 
what you have asked. I will give you a wise and discerning heart, 
so that there will never have been anyone like you, nor will there 
ever be.”  
 

Gospel: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
31 Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like 
a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his field. 
32 Though it is the smallest of all seeds, yet when it grows, it is the 
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“Snapshots of the Kingdom” 



largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds 
come and perch in its branches.” 
33 He told them still another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is 
like yeast that a woman took and mixed into about sixty pounds of 
flour until it worked all through the dough.” 
44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When 
a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all 
he had and bought that field. 
45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine 
pearls. 46 When he found one of great value, he went away and 
sold everything he had and bought it. 
47 “Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let 
down into the lake and caught all kinds of fish. 48 When it was full, 
the fishermen pulled it up on the shore. Then they sat down and 
collected the good fish in baskets, but threw the bad away. 49 This 
is how it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come and 
separate the wicked from the righteous 50 and throw them into the 
blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. 
51 “Have you understood all these things?” Jesus asked. 

“Yes,” they replied. 
52 He said to them, “Therefore every teacher of the law who has 
become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a 
house who brings out of his storeroom new treasures as well as 
old.” 
 

We Confess Our Faith                            
Apostles' Creed                                                           (on screen) 

 

We Respond to God’s Blessings 
Offering                        “The Old Rugged Cross”      Sherry Olsen       

   Offertory                         “We Are an Offering”                  No. 678 
 

We Hear God's Word Proclaimed in Word and Deed                 
Sermon   “Parables: Snapshots of the Kingdom”   Pastor Jensen 
 

Hymn               “God of Grace and God of Glory”             No. 435 
 

We Receive God’s Grace in the Sacrament 
Confession and Forgiveness                                       (on screen)           

Words of Institution 

 The Lord's Prayer  

 Distribution 

We Receive God’s Promise to Go with us into Daily Life 
Blessing 

 Benediction 
 Closing Hymn     “Song for the Nations”  (vv. 1,3,5) LBW No. 260 

Postlude 
 

 

Welcome to visitors! “Everyone who thirsts, come to the waters!” 
declares the Lord through Isaiah (55:1). God invites all to the living 
waters of salvation in Jesus Christ!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Attendance last Sunday: 152 
 

Please join our prayer team in the chapel each Sunday before 
service (8:45 A.M.) and after worship (10:30 A.M.) to pray for 
worship and other prayer requests. No prayer is too small! 
 

Today, we celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion. In 
prayerful preparation for our Lord's Supper, please read and fill out 
the Information Card in the pew rack in front of you and give to an 
usher as you are directed forward. We welcome to this family Meal 
all who believe that Christ is present in the bread and wine, 
offering the full benefits of His grace, namely the forgiveness of 
sins, life and salvation. Children who have not received instruction 
about Holy Communion are invited to come with their family for a 
blessing. If you are unable to come to the front to receive the 
sacrament, let an usher know and it will be brought to you. We also 
offer gluten free wafers and white grape juice for those who prefer 
those options. If you desire either of them, simply point to the 
center of the tray where they are available. 
 

Join us for Breakfast Club next Sunday from 8:30 to 9:15 A.M.! 
We’ll be serving pancakes, berries, syrup, juice and coffee in the 
Social Hall. 

 Thank you to today's Ministry Volunteers: 
 

Organist: Emily Anderson  Greeter: Nadine Beck 

Ushers: Cindy Blomberg, Cathy Braathun, Chuck & Laura 

Carlson, Ben Carlson  

Sound Engineer: Trent Whipple  Reader: John Rathmacher         

Communion Preparation: Marlene Bauman, Judy McIlrath 

Communion Assistants: John Rathmacher, John Nordeen 

Communion Helpers: Josie Concannon, Delaney Sorem 
 



Our YEMC Zachary is attending the funeral of his Aunt Barbara 
this weekend in Wisconsin. Carrying on her legacy is her husband 
and their three grown children. We pray for comfort and safe 
travels for Zachary, his family and all impacted by her passing. 
 

New Sermon Series: Have you ever heard a story that rattled 
around in your head and changed the way you see the world? 
Jesus told surprising stories that upend and reorient our lives. This 
morning, Pastor Kurt concludes a  
three-week series of messages on                                                   
Jesus’ parables in Matthew 13,  
Parables of the Kingdom: 
 

• July 23 The Sower (Matthew 13:1-23)                                                           

What’s this crazy farmer doing? 

• July 30 The Weeds and the Wheat (Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43) 
What do you do when evil lurks in the field? 

• August 6 Snapshots of the Kingdom (Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52) 
What does God’s kingdom look like in our lives and world? 

 

Miss a Sunday? Listen on our website or subscribe to our 
iTunes podcast! 
 

2017-2018 Sunday School Registration. It is that time of year 
again! Each family who is wanting to participate in this year's 
Sunday School, please make sure you pick up a yellow registration 
card after Worship today. We use these cards to update our files 
and have the best contact information for each family available for 
the Sunday School Superintendent. Thank You! 
 

Tim Oelschlager is looking for sponsors to help him fund his trip 
to the National Amputee Golf Tournament in Durant, Oklahoma in 
September. He needs a little help with travel expenses to 
represent Iowa. It is a 4-day event with golfers (amputees) from 
around the country. The Amputee Golf Association is an all 
volunteer charitable organization that uses all the proceeds from 
tournaments for scholarship funds for amputee siblings and 
grandchildren. Tim will be in the narthex following the service to 
talk with you about this trip and how you can help. 
 

All Back-to-School Supply Drive items are due back to the 
church by this Tuesday (August 8).  
 

 

Pastor Hunt is leading a Bible class on the Book of Ephesians 
each Wednesday night through Aug. 30 from 7-8:15 P.M. 
 

Immanuel’s Quilt Tying Work Day is this Thursday, August 10 
starting at 9 A.M. Bring a snack to share if you wish! 
 
Immanuel delivers meals to Story City residents during the 
month of September as part of the Home Delivered Meals 
program. If you would like to sign up, please fill out and return the 
bulletin insert to the church office by August 14th.  
 

Czech Mission Trip Recap: After worship next Sunday the 13th, 
Zachary Bauknecht and Sierra Tate will share about their mission 
trip to the Czech Republic where they taught English at a Family 
English Camp. Please join us in the Social Hall to see and hear 
what God did in and through them last month! Coffee and 
refreshments will be served. Thank you! 
 

We need some help painting the parsonage! Some rooms may 
need a primer coat. Sign up on the poster in the narthex if you’d be 
willing to lend a hand. Questions? Contact Jeff & Charlotte Loots 
(515-231-3382), Mary Danielson, or Dave Amensen.  
 

Timberland Village is looking for one or more volunteers to staff 
their lobby desk on Saturdays and Sunday.  The hours would be 
very flexible – possibly 10 till 2 on Saturdays and Noon till 4 on 
Sundays. Call Cindi Martin at 515-733-6500 if you are interested! 
 

Immanuel's Bed Sheets into Bandages (BNB) Mission 
Challenge - Bed sheets are still available in a tub at church for you 
to convert into bandages! These bandages will be sent to mission 
hospitals and clinics in foreign countries. You may call Carol 
Baedke with any questions at 231-2255.  
 

Opportunities available at Ames Christian School for a full time 
childcare teacher and after school care associate. Contact Floyd 
Athay at fathay@ameschristianschool.org. 
 

Have something to share with the congregation? Share your 
announcements or prayer requests with the congregation via       
E-mail or weekly Sunday bulletins*. Contact the church office to 
submit your articles, and to update your E-mail address. *Sunday 
bulletin announcements are due by noon on Thursdays. 



 

 

 

 

Middle & High School Youth Activities 
 

Youth Group Pool Party 
Thank you to all who joined us for the pool party last 

Wednesday.  It was a ton of fun. 

 

Summer Programming Schedule 
Change of Date: Our last Youth Group meeting time for this 

summer will be on August 16th from 6:00-7:10 PM for Middle 

School and 7:15-8:30 PM for High School. 

 

The Breakfast Club 
The Immanuel Board of Education invite you to join us for a 

new fellowship opportunity, Breakfast Club.  Please join us 

August 13th from 8:30-9:15 for Breakfast Club. We will be 

serving up pancakes with syrup, coffee & juice. This is a great 

time of fellowship before worship, please invite your friends &                                                               

family to join us. There is NO COST for you to attend this 

fellowship time. We plan to do this on the Second Sunday of 

every month! 

Youth Group Back to School Bonfire 
On Saturday, August 19th, we are having a bonfire night to 

bring summer to a close and kick off the new school year 

together as the Youth Group of Immanuel Lutheran Church!  

Please save this date on your calendar.  Look for some specific 

details this week on our Youth Group Facebook page. 

 

August 6-August 13, 2017 
Worship & Study Opportunities at Immanuel 

 

Sunday, August 6  Communion Sunday 
8:00 A.M.    Radio Broadcast 
8:45 A.M.    Prayer Time (Chapel) 
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex)  
9:30 A.M. Worship 
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall) 

 

Tuesday, August 8   
9:30 A.M.    Staff Meeting 
5:30 P.M.    Youth Board Meeting 

 

Wednesday, August 9   
7:00 P.M.    Ephesians Bible Study 

 

Thursday, August 10 
9:00 A.M.    Quilt-Tying Work Day 
7:00 P.M.    Board of Education Meeting 
8:15 P.M.    Council Meeting 

 

Sunday, August 13  
8:00 A.M.    Radio Broadcast 
8:30 A.M.    Breakfast Club (Social Hall) 
8:45 A.M.    Prayer Time (Chapel) 
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex)  
9:30 A.M. Worship 
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall) 
10:45 A.M. Czech Republic Mission Trip Recap               

(Social Hall) 
 

 


